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Napoleon's Preparations for the Invasion of Russia. Napo-
leon's government, as Stalin said, was a "bourgeois government which
stifled the French revolution and preserved only those results of the
revolution which were of benefit to the big bourgeoisie."

Napoleon waged his wars of aggrandizement in Europe and beyond
it in the interests of France's big bourgeoisie, who were competing
with English capital. By force of arms he compelled all the European
countries he had conquered to join the continental blockade against
England. Notwithstanding the Tilsit peace treaty, Napoleon made
intensive preparations for a war of conquest against Russia, to which
he was provoked by several motives. In the first place he was dis-
pleased with Russia's frequent violations of the continental block-
ade; he was disturbed by the massing of tsarist troops on the western
border, constituting a threat to Poland; finally, he was troubled by
Russia's policy toward Prussia, a policy which hindered him from
becoming master of the Rhine Confederation. The Rhine Confederation
of 16 German states had been created by Napoleon in June 1806 and
was a French, protectorate.

In making his preparations for war Napoleon collected informa-
tion about Russia, studied her economy, sent spies into the country
and even counterfeited Russian paper currency. At the same time he
established a springboard for his offensive against Russia in Poland.'
Under the terms of the Treaty of Tilsit, Napoleon in 1807 created a
new Polish state called the Grand Duchy of Warsaw, out of the Polish
provinces which Prussia had acquired as a result of the parti-
tions. Subsequently Austrian, Galicia was annexed to this new state*
To make sure of the support of the Polish gentry Napoleon prom-'
ised to restore Poland's old borders, i.e., to give her Lithuania,
Byelorussia and part of the Ukraine. Acting on Napoleon's advice
Poland in 1807 abolished serfdom. The peasants received their person-
al freedom, but the land remained the property of the Polish
landlords.

The tsarist government was extremely disturbed by the situation
in Poland. Alexander demanded that Napoleon abstain from support-
ing and regenerating the Polish state, and that he agree to Russia's
seizure of the Dardanelles and Constantinople. Napoleon rejected
these demands. Relations between the allies became strained.

Meanwhile complications were setting in in Europe. In Spain the
national war for liberation against the French usurpers was gathering
momentum, and the Spaniards had defeated the French in a series of
major engagements. Austria had begun to arm herself and sought an
alliance with Russia. Prussia began to reorganize her army. Another
meeting between Napoleon and Alexander took place at Erfurt in
the auttunn of 1808, at which Napoleon, in order to keep Russia on
his side, consented to her annexing Moldavia and Walachia. Na->